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working people, the cotton mil! hands of Ahme-
dabad. She explained their wretched state* the
overcrowding, how the drinking habit was growing
among them because the unnatural condkions of
industrial life compelled them to ignore* the old.
village sanctions and the old religious restraints.
She introduced me to the city's Mtdical Officer^
who drove me round to see things as they were and
gave me the terrible figures of infant mortality there.
I noticed the working mothers' habit of doping their
babies every morning to keep them quiet at home
out of danger during their long absence, the neces-
sity of letting the toddlers sleep on the floor of the
factory and crawl about below the machinery. I
was taken to the Nursery School and Creche she
had set up and the headquarters of the Trade Union
she had formed. She introduced me to a band of
Mr. Gandhi's volunteers who had set up no less
than twenty-two schools in that city alone, several
of which were devoted to Untouchables, where
Brahmins lived side by side with their " unclean 3>
brothers, treated them as honourable scholars and
helped thus to build up their self-respect and a new
social order.
Once she had led a great strike of cotton workers^
even though her beloved brother was one of the
chief mill-owners of the city. After a six weeks
struggle the strikers gained a reduction in the hours
of the working day, from twelve to ten, raised the
age for child workers from ten to twelve and
increased all wages by thirty-three and a third per
cent.